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Excerpt from A Ride Through Kansas As
soon as one approaches the Missouri River,
even in Iowa and Nebraska, he begins to
feel as if he were in France or Austria. Men
are very cautious in defining their position,
and wait to hear what others will say. Then,
perhaps, their tongues are slightly loosed, if
they think there are no spies about them.
But it is no slight risk when a man may
have to pay with his life, further down the
river, for a free word, Spoken at Council
Bluffs or Sidney, both pro-slavery towns.
The first night I spent in this place, it
seemed as if a symbolical pageant had been
got up to remind me where I was. I sat
writing by an open window ih the beautiful
moonlight. A party of boys in the street
were shouting and screeching, playing
Border Ruffian, and storming a fort. In a
building beyond, two very inexperienced
per formers played martial tunes with a
drum and fife. 1 Within, the small tavern
rocked with the music and dancing of a
border ball. Thus I sat between tragedy and
comedy. About the Publisher Forgotten
Books publishes hundreds of thousands of
rare and classic books. Find more at
www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a
reproduction of an important historical
work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art
technology to digitally reconstruct the
work, preserving the original format whilst
repairing imperfections present in the aged
copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the
original, such as a blemish or missing page,
may be replicated in our edition. We do,
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any
imperfections that remain are intentionally
left to preserve the state of such historical
works.
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